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The following is the speech from the official launch of the UNESCO International Centre for
Engineering Education European Branch and its Headquarters (UICEE-EHQ) given by Her Excel-
lency Ulla Tarnaes, Minister of Education of the Kingdom of Denmark, at Aalborg University,

Aaborg, Denmark, on 27 June 2002.

Dear Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen

It is a great pleasure for me to be able to partici-
pate in the opening of the European Headquarters of
the UNESCO International Centre for Engineering
Education here at Aalborg University.

Theliberal Danish Government, which took office
in November last year, decided to transfer the respon-
sibility for universitiesfrom the Ministry of Education
tothe new Ministry of Science, Technology and Inno-
vation.

On behalf of my colleague, Mr Helge Sander, | am
glad to say that he shares my belief in international
cooperation asatooal for quality improvement, not only
within the educational systems, but alsointhefield of
science and technol ogy.

| attach great importance to the fact that educa-
tional systemsthroughout theworld are ableto benefit
from the growing international cooperation acrossthe
borders. Borders can be national, cultural, political,
personal and others. Diminishing, even eliminating
educational borders has been, and still is, a key
priority of the Danish government, as well as many
other decision makers throughout the world.

The engineering educations have, for many years,
shown a good example of how people are able to
cooperate despite the fact that they may be sitting in
different parts of the world. At the same time, they
are actors in a variety of different educational
systems.

Working asan engineer is, in many ways, tobeina
global profession. And, of course, thisisreflected in
the educational structures.

Universitiesand other educational institutions must
play a key role in the enhancement of the quality
of our educational systems. At the same time, the
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political system must provide asufficient framework
for this.

The Danish Minister of Education, Her Excellency
Ulla Ternaes, cuts the symbolic ribbon to launch
the UICEE-EHQ.
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| am glad to see that Aalborg University, sincethe
year 2000, has devel oped aspecia Scholarship Scheme
in cooperation with the organisations on the labour
market and the Danish Ministry of Science, Technol-
ogy and Innovation.

Through this Scheme three Danish universities
offer foreign engineering students a specia course,
which givesthem afull Masters Degree in Engineer-
ing. This is arranged and financed jointly by the
university and a Danish company. Through this you
set an example of both university-industry coopera
tion and al so cross-border cooperation without which
our educations cannot survive.

As | mentioned before, the future of educational
systems depends on agrowing understanding of other
culturesin abroad sense. In thisfield UNESCO sets
out agood landmark by instituting the European head-
quarters of its international engineering education
centre here in Aalborg.

UNESCOQO’s contribution to world peace and
development iswell known. The morewe learn about
other cultures, the more we learn to understand their
conditions—and the more welearn about ourselvesto
the benefit of both sides, | think.

UNESCO'’s recently adopted declaration on
cultural diversity isanimportant step towards achiev-
ing this goal. With its medium-term strategy for the
years 2002-2007, UNESCO hasin this field adopted
a strategic goal of promoting principles and ethical
norms to guide scientific and technological
development and social transformation.

| know that many of you, who are present here
today, are familiar with Aalborg University as an
engaged partner in many international projects. At the
same time, a university is part of a national educa
tional structure. This should give its students an
education, qualifying them to work on the labour
market, not only in their home country, but also across
bordersand in other countriesaswell. Thisisthe case
herein Aalborg, | am glad to say.

By setting up a European Headquarters of the
International Centre for Engineering Education here
at Aalborg University, UNESCO aso shows that it
hasits eyes on an institution with along tradition for
international cooperation.

| know that the creation of an international educa-
tional environment has been one of its key priorities,
and that you have Masters students from Africa,

China, Pakistan, Lithuaniaand several other countries.
Thisisanother moveintheright direction.

UNESCO'sgloba missionfor theyears 2002-2007
in education, science, culture and communication is
expressed asfollows:

e To promote education for all without distinction
of race, sex, language and religion.

e Topromote principlesand ethical normsto guide
scientific and technological development and
social transformation.

e To safeguard cultural diversity and encourage
dialogue among culturesand civilisations.

e To promote the free flow of ideas and universal
access to information.

Only through this can we foster the development
of a peaceful and more stable global society, built on
the respect of human rights and demacratic values.

| think that we can all contribute to this and that
we all have acommon interest in seeing concrete and
long-lasting progress.

In science and research the Danish National
Commission of UNESCO isfocusing on thefollowing
key areas.

« Discussionsand analysis of problemsconcerning
ethics and science, for example bioethics, scien-
tific integrity, accessto knowledge and copyright
problems.

»  Thechalengesof globaisationin science’s, among
others, exploitation of natural resources and
patenting problems.

e Promotion of the free and critical exchange of
knowledge about scientific work.

Denmark is taking an active part in the inter-
national division of labour between educational
institutions. Our traditions need new challengesto be
met by universities, such as herein Aalborg.

| trust that the UNESCO International Centre for
Engineering Education will create many different ways
of synergies and thus produce added value both in
Denmark and internationally.

| wish you all successin your future work.

Thank you.



